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Large herbivores as ‘environmental engineers’

CHRIS SMIT AND RORY PUTMAN

9.1 Large herbivores as ‘keystone species’ in ecosystems

It 1s clear from many chapters in this book that large herbivores may have a
very significant impact in the ecological systems of which they are a part —
with a major shaping effect on the structure and dynamics of vegetational
systems — even at a landscape scale. These effects include consumption of
vegetation, redistribution of nutrients via deposition of urine and dung, soil
compaction and erosion via trampling, dispersal of seeds via fur or dung, and
secondarily, through these effects on the vegetation, alteration and creation
of habitats or microenvironments for other plants and animals.

Ungulate Management
in Europe

Problems and Practices
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Mraz Benedek - A vaddiszno (Sus scrofa) magterjesztésének 6kologiai értékelése

Sz6rzethdl: 4 Hullatékbol:
61 novényfaj E rEd me nye k 9 novényfaj
1833 db mag 27 397 db mag
(Azonositva: 98%) (Azonositva: 99,99 %)
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